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Abstract 
The aim of science is always to gain knowledge of reality, while the 
goal of technology is to change reality. Thus, in science we speak of 
“discovery” and of “invention” in technology.  Science is the power of 
knowledge, technology is the power of formation.  Here, science is a 
matter of knowing while technology is a matter of making.  Thus, 
technology is the human formation of nature with the help of tools for 
human purposes. The earliest phrases of the scientific and 
technological achievements meant incredible upheaval of life style, 
urbanization. Certainly, with advancement of science and technology, 
there is available consumer goods, at much lower prices, which has 
effect of raising the standard of living. Diseases which long ravaged 
populations are now being brought under control, e.g. T.B., Polio, 
HIV/AIDs.  With good health care, life has improved.  In this vein, it is 
certain that nature has come under human control, and progress 
continues to be made in development of new tools, medicines etc.  
Currently, with the use of computers massive research and analysis, 
that could have taken long hours, can be accomplished quickly, while 
the rate of accuracy is higher than with human calculation.  
Automation has taken away even more sense of responsible 
involvement. Work has grown monotonous as it is ever more 
standardized, and workers tend to become demoralized. Labour 
conditions tend to dehumanize the labour. When science and 
technology takes over as God, it is not only the dignity of the human 
being that is reduced, reality is reduced also.  Religion has been forced 
to change both internally and externally with the expansion of goals, 
programmes, methods alongside the conditions of service, old 
structures, membership and everything that relate to religion. The 
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impact of scientific and technological education on religion 
ideological, spiritual, material, intellectual, moral, economic, political, 
cultural aspects and needs of religion.  Today religion has to address 
itself to the task of a proper reconciliation of their relationship so that 
religion will make more and advantageous use of scientific knowledge 
goods and services.  The paper shall examine the genesis of scientific 
and technological education. Then review applied science and 
technology to man and its impacts on religion will be analysed.  
Finally, round-up the paper with conclusion. 

 
  

According to Alston, (1982:512), science is a system of criticised knowledge 
giving empirical descriptions of things and changes, expressed in the tersest terms; it is 
based on experiment and observation and verifiable by all normally constituted minds 
who can use the methods.  He went further to say that science aims at descriptive 
formulations in terms of the lowest common denominators available at the time, such 
as electrons, radiations, protoplasm, and mind the measure of all.  It seeks to answer the 
questions; what is this?  Whence is it?  How does it come to be as it is, and how does it 
continue in being?  And sometimes wither away, as when we contemplate an evolving 
species or a drying star.  But as science never asks the question why, that is to say, it 
never inquires into the meaning, significance or purpose of which manifold Being, 
Becoming, and Having Been.  That is not its metier. 
 

While Frazer, (1986:836) asserted that the aim of science is descriptive.  
Science sums up in so called ‘law’s which are intellectual shorthand formulae 
describing uniformities of sequence – ‘if this, then that is’, in short. 
 

Sieghert, in Alston, (1982:517) orally asserted that ... “the field of science is 
vast and the effects of the work done by the people who operate in it are complex and 
often quite unpredictable...  The outcome of scientific work can often have a great 
effect, for good or ill, on people. 
 

According to Egbert, (1995:1), science solves technological problems 
systematically.  It analyzes nature with an eye to its possible technological functions.  
Technological science involves the scientific knowledge of technique.  Egbert, 
(1977:44) view, the threat of modern technology poses can be looked at from two 
angles.  From one angle, see the gigantic, massive structure of technology and the 
frontiers it advances, while from the other, another angle see technological disruption 
of the coherence in nature and the alienation of man and nature.  Egbert, (1977:45) 
further asserted that modern technology has become part of all world culture, moulding 
these cultures into its own uniform and monotonous mass pattern. 
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While David (1973:333) rightly confirmed this when he orally, technology is 
driving out much of the world’s romances and mystery. In his view technology is 
destroying old beliefs and the old qualities of life; it offers nothing in exchange but 
material possessions. 
 

In this paper scientific and technological education is taken to be the human 
formation of nature with the help of tools for human purposes. 
 

In this vein, the paper will review the effects of scientific and technological 
education on religion.  In this line the paper will examine the genesis of science and 
technology, then review applied science and technology, its advancements to man, then 
round up with a conclusion. 
 
Science and Technology 

Humanity lives today in a world of science. From the last century till date, 
humanity have witnessed various inventions and technological breakthroughs that have 
left man not only as a genius, but have raised unanswered questions in relation to God’s 
place in the scheme of things in contemporary world.  There are advances that promise 
to catapult man’s sense of creature comforts to that of the creator.  Life is being shaped, 
explained and controlled by man in ways that would have been unthinkable, and in 
most of all, impossible. That is to say that a radical transformation of faith is taking 
place.  Rorvik, (1971:1) has rightly noted this when he note that: 

In the history books yet unwritten, the remarkable discoveries of the 
mid-twentieth century will be underscored to mark the beginning of a 
new epoch easily as significant as the one in which man evolved from 
ape. This is the new era of participatory evolution.  No longer is man 
the offspring of nature, the creature of natural selection, science has 
provided him with the technology to become his own maker. 

 
While Roth and Songtang, (eds.) (1985:126), rightly asserted that the very idea 

that a person is demiurge, or creator, gave impetus to the modern science, which 
reveals itself as a means of dominion over creation, by making man the master of 
creation. 
 

This is an era of transplants not only of natural parts but also of artificial parts 
and where human hybrids are just around the corner.  Many are convinced that man 
will become almost indistinguishable from machine, having discarded all his bodily 
parts (except possibly his brain) for more durable, if not his immortal, mechanical 
components. 
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Thus, Rorvik, (1971:1) asserts that cyberbnetic experts are talking seriously 
about brain computer symbiotes – systems in which brains and computers are 
intimately linked.  On this basis Wabber (1991:44) states that, there is the hope also 
that science would in the decades to come, discover some means of reviving long-
frozen bodies, on this basis some make arrangements for cryo-burial and for the 
maintenance of their frozen bodies, to re-live in more ‘pleasant’ and promising world.  
This has led to various attempts to produce the so-called ‘immortality pill’ to support 
this quest. 
 

Impressive and sometimes exciting research is being carried out in strenuous 
pursuit of immortality. Here they will not only be alive but to live endlessly today in 
galvanizing segments of the scientific community that once exhibited nothing but 
contempt for the fictionalists of life everlasting. 
 

Mankind has equally become blaze about the technological achievements 
involved in landing a man on the moon which captured the imagination of the world, 
on July 20th, 1969.  According to Challengers, (1986:27), when Neil Armstrong, a 
leading pilot in the Apollo 11 expedition, exclaimed on landing on the moon that; “this 
is one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind”, he further asserted that for 
Gistorian Mizlish, it is “an age of discovery”.  The communications net-work and space 
travels have reduced the world into a global village.  According to Tell Magazine 
(1947:12), the landing of space craft pathfinder on planet Mars, justifies man exploring 
possibilities of inhibiting the Mars planet through human settlement.  Each venture into 
space sees them stretching the frontiers of science beyond the imagination of most 
people.  In this climate, it is easy to see why many people feel that scientists will one 
day be able to understand all things. 
 

In Clark (1979:18) view, science has brought with it the threat of man’s 
continuous existence on this planet perfected through its instruments of war.  It is 
capped by the ultimate dehumanizing threat of a nuclear war that could annihilate the 
globe in a major holocaust.  According to Roth, and Songtang (eds.) (1985:149) this 
scale of man-made deaths doom high which speaks foul of the world as not the very 
best of all possible worlds.  In Roger, (ed.) (1980:20) view, it is along this line that 
Walter Frederick Mondale, former Vice-President of the United States of America, 
observed that; “the speed of scientific discovery sometimes out-spaces the speed of 
human understanding, and we must all work to close that gap to make sure that 
humanity makes wise and peaceful use of the wonders of technology”. 
 

According to MacDowell, (1977:37), it is to be noted however that the 
characteristic method of science is the rational, objective and impersonal analysis of 
problems based mainly on observational data and experiment.  Macdowell (1977:37) 
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quotes Conant that, “science is an interconnected series of concepts and conceptual 
schemes that have developed as a result of experimentation and observation and are 
fruitful of further experimentation and observations.  Testing the truth of hypothesis by 
the use of controlled experiments is one of the key techniques of the modern scientific 
method.  In Arthur’s (1954:25) view, Galileo, saw the method of science as subsumed 
in the “mathematical language and the symbols are triangles, circles, and other 
geometric figures without whose help it is impossible to comprehend a single word of 
it, without which one wanders in vain through a dark labyrinth”. 
 

In science, experiment not experience, has for a long time been the main tenet 
of its methodology.  Science depends largely on the development of new instruments.  
For example, the progress of astronomy, adds or one more to technological inventions, 
the telescope and the spectroscope.  Likewise, biology and medical sciences would not 
have gone very far without the microscope.  While Roger (ed.) (1988:33) states that 
today, the revolutionary knowledge of the structure of complex proteins and the 
mechanisms of heredity owes much to the x-ray diffractometer and the computer.  
Thus, science does reveal itself as a means of dominion over creation. 
 

According to Nida, (1960:52) in the age of science, God, as defined in 
traditional formulations has been largely eliminated from the thinking of modern man, 
for many people, God is dead.  Biology itself justifies territorial expansion and the 
realization of a people’s historical destiny.  The scientific revolution of our day has 
seemed to eliminate God and to have put scientism (absolutistic inferences) in His 
place.  One would think, that a spread of scientific knowledge would first eliminate the 
gremlins, demons, and ghost, for these seem to have less status than God in the 
supernatural world.  Actually, however, it is God Himself who has been made to seem 
unnecessary and irrelevant, while belief in lesser spirits continues. 
Bonhoeffer (1959:34) has rightly noted this when he wrote: 

Technologically oriented man no longer feels the need for the kind of 
explanation of life and the universe provided by the Bible; science 
provides by itself adequate explanations and mastery: the technical 
science of the modern world has emancipated itself from any kind of 
subservience.  It is in essence not service but mastery ... Technology 
has become an end in itself. 

 
Thus, according to Rorvik, (1971:178), there is a recent observation that the 

ethical problems raised by the population explosion and artificial insemination by 
genetics and neurophysiology and by the social and mental sciences are at least, as 
great as those arising from atomic energy and the H-Bomb, from space travel to ultra-
sonic flight, from telecommunication, computers and automation.  These are the 
general trends of secularism which are sure by-products of scientific advancements. 

Philosophical Analysis of the Impact of Scientific and Technological Education on Religion: 
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Applied Science and Technology of Man 
There are two forms or aspects of science. First, science is a body of useful and 

practical knowledge and a method of obtaining it. It is science of this form which 
played so large a part in the destruction of war and, it is claimed, should play an equally 
large part in the beneficent restoration of peace. According to Norman, (1953:1), 
science can work for good or for evil.  If practical science made possible gas warfare, it 
was largely responsible for the evils of industrial revolution, it has already cured many 
of them by decreasing the expenditure of labour and time that are necessary for 
satisfaction of our material needs. 
 

hile according to Paul and Arthur, (ed.) (1975:26) in the second form or aspect, 
science has nothing to do with practical life and cannot affect it except in the most 
indirect manner, either for good or for ill.  Science of this form, is pure intellectual 
study.  It is arak painting, sculpture, or literature rather than to the technical arts.  It 
appeals to nothing but the disinterested curiosity of mankind. 
 

In Iwe’s, (1960:71) view, the changes may, indeed be quite maladaptive from 
the overall point of view, yet in some instance, science and technology may free a 
minority of the population from want and they may also surely have the potential of 
improving the lot of the majority of the population if properly adapted. 
In terms of science and technology, humanity has become beneficiaries of the major 
revolutions and discoveries and achievements in the fields of industry and production, 
health, communication, transportation, agriculture, cultural and religious sphere.  Here 
the paper shall analyse all these respectively. 
 

Braine and Lesser (ed.) (1988:40) as a consequence of the accessibility of the 
scientific and technological contribution of the west to us; incipient industrialisation is 
increasingly becoming a feature of today culture, though on a very modest scale.  Now 
man has garri industries, palm-oil, cocoa, and rubber industries, cement and ceramic 
industries, breweries etc. 
 

Meanwhile, Frazer and Kofnhauser (ed.) (1986:59) asserted that the education 
system, is evermore closely linked to the labour requirements of industrial society, be it 
socialist or capitalist, encourage us to perceive and project ourselves in terms of the 
increasingly fragmented work roles of a more and more specialist division of labour, 
while in the long term development in technology, by influencing and moulding our 
environment, many even determine our evolution itself. 

 
Frazer and Kofnhauser further confirmed that with the knowledge of 

technology nuclear weapons have been produced. The strongest weapon ever exploded, 
in a test, had 60 (megaton) Mt (trinitrotoluene) TNT equivalents.  This corresponds to 
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10 cheops pyramids entirely consisting of TNT.  A single hydrogen weapon, even of a 
smaller kind, has more explosive power than all explosives used by mankind in all wars 
fought in history taken together.  Each one of the large hydrogen weapon is sufficient to 
destroy even the largest town. 
 

In Encyclopaedia of Christian Ethics (Vol. II: 40) the effects will be more 
severe (in world war III).  Many of the weapons would be exploded by impact in order 
to destroy hard targets, notably rocket shelters. Thus, a lot of concrete, rock and soil 
would be evaporated instantly – may be one million tons by one stand hydrogen 
weapon of one megaton strength. The vapour would mix with radioactive fission 
products.  After cooling, rather large solid grains would form, and these would come 
down quickly.  Thus, around the target an intense radiation carpet would be produced.  
If winds were blowing the contaminated area would, in the shape of cigar, extend far in 
the opposite direction.  Thus, large areas would become cethally radioactive after each 
single burst. 
 

According to Iwe (1960:71) in health, technology has in the field of medicine 
done a lot of good by manufacturing different types of drugs which prevent and cure 
various sicknesses and disease such as vaccines, penicillin, antibiotics.  In the same 
vein the invention of machines used for x-ray, laser machine, used on cancer patients, 
radio-graphers, scanning machines etc, complicated operations done in the theatres.  
The invention of faterility that is, test tube babies has brought happiness into many 
families and many lives are saved through therapeutic abortions. 
 

Braine and Lasser (ed.) (1988:47) asserts that various disease and ailments 
have been brought under medical and rational control, the health of African people has 
improved, infant mortality rate has fallen, men, childbearing women have continued to 
receive adequate clinical cared and in general the mortality rate among African people 
has ceased to be alarming. 
 

They have confirmed that now, the cure of infertility is an accepted part of 
medicine and infertility itself is, though not an illness or disease, is a health problem of 
a kind.  Like medicine enable people to retain physical vigour as long as possible is 
generally accepted and progress has been made in extending the human life span, this 
also is often accepted as an appropriate area for medical research. 
 

On the issue of transplantation they asserted that, it is a surgical technique in 
which living cells, tissues or whole organs are taken from a “donor” and inserted into a 
“host” body.  The aim of this procedure is the replacement of part of the living 
organism which no longer functions. 
 

Philosophical Analysis of the Impact of Scientific and Technological Education on Religion: 
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Braine and Lasser (ed) (1988:98) confirmed that, transplants of whole organs 
such as kidney or hearts are performed in cases where the patient faces almost certain 
death due to the malfunctioning of the original organ. Organs for human transplants are 
usually taken from cadavers as a result of the death of the donors due to accidents, 
strokes or other fatal diseases and kept alive by cooling and providing a constant supply 
of oxygen (that is blood).  In certain cases, where the body has two such organs, such as 
a kidney, the donor can also be living volunteer such as a blood relative. 
 

They further stated that, a second type of transplantation involves tissues rather 
than organs. Tissues are transplanted in order to perform limited yet essential functions.  
Some examples of such transplants are: 

(a) Corneas – to replace those in eyes that have lost their transparency. 
(b) Bone – to replace damaged or diseased parts of the skeleton, 
(c) Skin – used for serious burns, where the source skin from other parts of 

the body or, more recently, fibroblasts in culture. 
(d) Arteries – to replace or by-pass blocked blood vessels using blood 

vessels and other parts of the body or in certain plastic tubing. 
 

They stated that brains tissues transplantation, methods of cerebral tissues 
transplantation have been developed over the past 15 years as research tools in the 
study of the growth function and repair of the nervous system.  These transplantations 
of adrenal tissues were conducted in experimental animals, but recently, transplantation 
of adrenal tissues was carried out in two patients with intractable Parkinson’s disease 
indicating that brain tissues transplantation in humans with brain injuries, neurological 
and even psychiatric disease is now possible. 
 

He then asserted on the defects in synaptic neurotransmission due to cell 
atrophy and death in certain regions of the brain are believed to be the main cause of 
many neurological disease such as Parkinsonism, Alzheimer disease and Huntingtons 
chorea, and probably multiple sclerosis and epilepsy. Mental disorders, on the other 
hand, such as depression, mania and the schizophrenias are believed to be due to 
chemical imbalance in neurotransmission rather than mere loss of neurons.  
Parkinsonism is the result of the degeneration or loss of some 2000 to 3000 
dopaminergic nerve cells in a region of the brain known as the striatum. The 
symptoms-tremor and rigidity – in such patients can usually be controlled by increasing 
the dopamine available to their brains by treatment with its precursor – L. Dapa. 
 

While according to Iwe (1960:71), another possibility of curing such 
neurological disorders might be the replacement of damaged brain tissue by 
transplanting viable cells from an outside source. Over 10 years ago, there has been 
successful transplantation of the forebrains of newstrained to avoid an electric shock 
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and resulted in some behavioural carry over. Since then, the possibility of intra-cerebral 
neural implants for the repair has been mostly in rats.  This treatment which caused a 
significant improvement in motor co-ordination in these animals suggest a new 
approach to the understanding and eventually, treatment of such deficits in humans. 
 

Now within Africans reach are such mass communication media as telephone 
network, the radio, television and the press. 
 

To Braine and Lasser (ed.) (1988:40) there is a remarkable transformation in 
our system of transport. This has facilitated travel and transportation by sea, by land 
and air.  Our culture has joined the main stream of world civilisation in terms of a free 
flow of men, money ideas and goods, rendered easily and fairly cheap by modern 
changes in transport and communications. 
 

Iwe (1960:70) he observed how other non-sensory forms of communications 
technology, such as aeroplanes and cars, have “shrunk the world”. Africans should 
perhaps note that shrinkage is far from uniform. For instance, to fly from Nigeria to 
London takes a Nigerian only one and half times the time it takes the bus to drive the 
Nigerian the 200 miles from the airport to a Nigerian home, while in the hour and a half 
it takes a Nigerian to get the first 30 miles on the congested roads near the airport the 
Nigerian could have travelled almost 1000 miles by airliner. 
 

According to Ityavyar (1992:51) in agriculture, technology has led to the 
production of different types of machines like those for irrigation, planting, weeding, 
ploughing, harvesters, reservoirs etc. In Nigeria, many farmers lack modern agricultural 
equipment such as tractors, graders and combined harvesters. With manufacturing 
industries, insecticides of different kinds are produced and sold to farmers who use 
them to prevent pest from destroying yields. Fertilisers are produced which helps in 
making the soil more fertile. 
 

According to Alston (1982:514), there are many ways that science and 
technology has affected African. With the aid of the advancement of science and 
technology today: 

i. Twin babies are now acceptable and no longer exposed to slaughter and 
destruction. 

ii. The mother of twins in no longer a suspect and a taboo and ostracised. 
iii. Women are no longer sub-citizen to be seen and not heard, to be given away in 

marriage and deployed in spite of their will and choice, and to be relegated to 
the backyard and stably harnessed to the burden of domestic chores and 
routines. 

Philosophical Analysis of the Impact of Scientific and Technological Education on Religion: 
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iv. The practice of local slave trade, child kidnapping and human sacrifices has in 
general become issue of the past. 

 
Africans propose to raise once more the old question, and to ask what bearing, 

if any, recent scientific developments have on the validity of religious beliefs. 
 

Alston (1982:26) asserted that the sciences of geology, biology, archaeology, 
and anthropology have collected evidence which, in the opinion of every one 
competent to judge, conclusively refutes the cosmological, biological anthropological 
doctrines of the Jewish scriptures. 
 

While Geering (1968:28) stated that psychical research has made it far more 
probable than not that certain kinds of phenomena which are miraculous, do in fact 
occur. 
 

In Alston’s (1982:514) view, most books of the Old Testament and some of the 
New Testament were not originally written necessarily by one person only. The 
authorship of the books has proved a very difficult problem. Scientific inquiry has 
shown that many of the old traditions about authorship are almost certainly false. In 
such cases, it is usually impossible for us to learn anything definite about the identity of 
the real author, who in the meantime, has disappeared into oblivion.  Alston (1982:515) 
stated that it is based on this fact that they reflect at many points on the limited 
knowledge, the now out moded conceptions, and even the personal prejudices, which 
were commonly held at the time of their origin. 
 

He further stated the history of intellectual development which shows that 
science has repeatedly made certain a new view of the world and of man, and that after 
a period of struggle, this has been followed by some adaptive change in the concept of 
the Ultimately Reality. Thus the scientific demonstration of what Africans may 
continue to call the ‘Reign of law’ made it impossible for thoughtful men to think of 
the Ultimate Reality who was always interfering with this cosmos. Pope finished with 
that view in the irony of his familiar line; ‘Shall gravitation cease when you go by?’  
Similarly, when Darwin theory of evolution of man made it quite clear that the origin of 
adaptations could be scientifically accounted for. It became impossible for thoughtful 
men or religious believers to speak any longer of the Supreme Being as the Divine 
Artificer. 
 

Alston (1982:512) stated the highest of all, the belief in the creationist’s 
concept of the Supreme Being has given place to the evolutionist’s finer, though 
vaguer, vision, Jehovah’s name has been changed from ‘I am who I am’ to ‘I will be 
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what I will be’. With this it is clear that science is not interested in the business of 
science to search after God. 
 

Thus, in Alston’s (1982) view, science has given man a new heaven and a new 
earth, and not only has science given us a new world, it has given us a new man – a 
venerable antiquity and yet a new comer; a repository of an inconceivably long past and 
yet a mutant skill; a more intelligible being, crowning wonder of the world.  It sound as 
if science has done something to save us from an easy going view of ourselves; 
Africans must continue to see to it that  African picture portrays man whole, omitting 
neither his pedigree and primary unconscious on the one hand, nor his high 
achievements and skill higher aspirations on the other. 
 

Islam had a negative attitude towards science.  On the basis that science arose 
in the midst of Christendom (i.e. all the Christians and Christian countries) and it was 
influenced by Christian ideas and values.  According to National Teachers’ Institute 
(NTI) (2002:85), the problem of Islam versus science was raised very early during the 
ancient Islam.  To them, the cause of the problem was purely a theological one.  At that 
stage, Islam recognised that science declares that there are fixed laws of nature, like the 
law of cause and effect and the law of gravity that says that when something is thrown 
up into the air, it must come down.  The existence of the fixed law of nature meant a 
subjection of natural events to a strict predetermination.  Islam felt that the fixed laws 
of nature were limitations to the divine power of God (Allah). Thus, Islam felt that the 
natural events could no longer be explained by Islamic theology.  Science had taken the 
place of God and God could no longer be seen as being responsible for natural events.  
In this vein, God would no longer be God and that would mean end of Islam.  The NTI 
(2002:86) stated that two Islamic schools of thought tackled the problem by providing 
theoretical interpretations of the situation which science had created by teaching about 
fixed natural laws. In Môafazilites’ (an early Islamic thinker), view, solution was a 
distinction between primary and secondary cause of natural events. God was the 
primary cause and the natural laws were the secondary cause, and the natural law fell 
within the authority of the primary cause.  Thus, science was not a threat to neither God 
nor Islam.  Here it is clear that the divine activity was exercised through both the fixed 
natural laws and human being.  The desire that drove man to investigate, discover and 
invent things was the manifestation of a divine activity of God.  With this, science did 
not violate the divine design of God, but science was exploring that design to achieve 
God’s purpose in creation.  To Ishaarites’ (an early Islamic thinker), solution was that 
God did intervene not only in original design of creation, but in the detailed course of 
natural events. On this basis, this was why the fixed natural laws seemed to limit God’s 
power.  To Ashaaraites view science was against Islam and with this view, science had 
no place in Islamic societies. Both schools of thought could easily find a justification 
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for its position in the Holy Quran. Thus, Islam reacted to science with a great deal of 
uneasiness. 
 
Philosophical Analysis of the Impact of Scientific and Technological Education on 
Religions 

Science from her advent in the 16th century has influenced religion in several 
ways, directly or indirectly, positively or negatively. 
According to NTI (2002:87), from the time science became an important field for a 
vigour or vigorous research, theology was a leading academic discipline. Like the 
presence of curiously active astronomers, botanists, chemists, geologists, 
mathematicians, biologists and physicians created a sense of threat and insecurity 
within theologians in the church and universities base on their researches and 
discoveries. With this development there was tension in Christian institutions and 
scientists were viewed with prejudice, suspicion, fears, distrust and hatred for trying to 
reverse the position of leadership in society. 
 

In the same vein, the current scientists’ discoveries and inventions caused the 
church to take a defensive position and make the Bible a source of scientific knowledge 
which nobody, even scientists, should challenge its ideas, information and 
pronouncements.  Then, the Bible was the only source that could provide all scientific 
explanations about the world and human being.  The critical Galilean’s discovery of the 
roundness of the earth against the church’s view which was that the world is flat, which 
aroused a violent reaction against Galilee and others that supported him justified the 
effects of science on religion.  Thus, the results were more than the church or judge the 
scientific sinner with love, mercy and grace. Anger covered all theological thinking and 
behaviour. 
 

According to Abrecht, (ed.) (1980) with the advancements of science, the 
church was forced to look at the Bible more critically and objectively.  The church 
reluctantly has to explore new interpretation of the Bible in order to tally with the 
scientific threat and success.  Thus, theology in universities became more rational and 
objective in its teaching. 
 

Abrecht, (ed.) (1978) asserted that application sciences to human problems of 
food, disease, water, clothing, housing, transport, communication, education and 
several other areas also serve the church. Like in the 19th century, missionaries in 
overseas countries were aided through scientific facilities to achieve marvellous result 
in evangelizing the societies the world over.  As they travelled by sea using ships have 
travelled or gone to Africa, Asia, South America, Australia and New Zealand, which 
could not have been possible without the scientific facilities. With this development, 
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the missionaries and the church began to appreciate more the significant usefulness of 
science to Christianity as it has aided the spread of the good news. 
 

Abrecht, (ed.) (1978) went further to confirm that Islam is no exception.  Both 
Islam and Christianity use scientific amplifiers, musical instruments, building 
materials, furniture, transport, tarred roads, vehicles of all kinds, radio, television, 
telegrams, GSM, airplanes, industries and several others to the advantage or spread of 
religion. 
 
Conclusion 

From the fore-going, the importance of the influence of science and technology 
on religion is that religion has been forced to change both internally and externally with 
the expansion of goals, programmes, methods along with the conditions of services, old 
structures, membership and everything that relates to religion.  In this vein, the 
influence of science and technology on religion has touched ideological, spiritual, 
material, intellectual, moral, economic, political, cultural aspects and needs of religion.  
Today, religion has to acknowledge itself to the task of a proper reconciliation of their 
relationship so that religion will make more and advantageous use of scientific 
knowledge, goods and services. 
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